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“There is no new entity born of colonialism,” wrote Frantz Fanon
back in 1958; and everything that has happened since then seems
to have confirmed this. Many peoples today need a renewal
of their civilization, but none so obviously and urgently as the
colonized peoples. Whatever colonialism, imperialism, capitalism
may or may not have achieved, one thing is certain about them.
They have utterly failed to raise those structures—whether social
or moral, political or economic—upon which the deprived peoples,
the abused peoples, the “underdeveloped” peoples as they are
sometimes if odiously called, can carry themselves into a new
civilization capable of standing and evolving on its own founda-
tions,

Nowhere is this more plainly true than in the Portuguese colo-
nies. Forty years of Salazarist rule, of clerico-fascist stagnation and
strangulation, have most desperately mocked the “civilizing muis-

~sion” that was once so -often advanced as the justification for
Europe’s “African trusteeship.” Not only no schools except for
the favored few—the favored one half of one per cent of “the
natives”—not only no social services 1 any way commensurate -
with the scientific and financial possibilities of the twentieth cen-
tury, and no democratic institutions of any kind. Not only: all
that, but, beyond all that, no scope for self-respect, for decent
hope in life’s possibly becoming better, for even the most minimal
participation in the tides and movements, triumphs, aspirations
of the rest of mankind. Truly, from these aspects the position of
the colonized peoples of Portugal may be said, in some words of
Amilcar Cabral’s eight years ago, to be absurd. |

Absurd, but not mysterious, not accidental. Colonies have not

Table 4: Metropolitan Portugal’s Balance
of Payments with Its Overseas

i Provinces in 1965 - 11
o o Table 5: United States Economic Relations
L with Africa | 112
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X / Armed Struggle in Africa
been for nothing,
profitable to the

tors have been filled with the
State.”” These colonies have pro

Portuguese colonie

beneficiaries of Sa]azar’s"‘New

regime whose ideas

IT OWn hands, and, against bitter odds, :
prepared and led g people’s struggle for

they need. This African epic is

of success, Nothing is more remarkable in Chaljand’s

4

reminds us, not far |
Portuguese budget had to b

d of obligatory military service has
years. ]
ficial knowledge of the Portuguese |
s down-at-the-hee] little country, 1
y aid (now mainly from West Ger.

a pnvileged economic status within
the European Free Trade community, is being steadily impov-

erished even further by its three colonial wars. And the main

reason for this can only lie in the ﬁghting success of the liberation
movements in Guinea, Angola, ang Mozambique.

short of forty percent of the
on “defense,” while the perio
lately been increased to four

‘many) and by' the grant of

But the main reason why Chaliand’s book
Its eyewitness account of two
Guineg during the

leader of its liberati

should be read is for

weeks spent inside “Portuguese”
early summer of 1966 Together with the

On movement, the forceful and ever-realistic

s have proved handéome]y:
large trading companies whose boards of direc- §

vided closed markets for Porty-

and groundnuts, cultivated by forced or |
the cheapest price. They have fed the

and myths were |

the new Civilization that ;
one of courage; but it is also one

C spent

I ﬁtroduction by Basil Davidson / xi

ion, moved around in the area northwest of the (}eba iicli\;zg,
D oy rilla units and much of the movement’s po %
o, guc(;rccultura] work, and was able to record th.e.\f_lews 0
e alf] ank-and-file fighters, commanders, and civilians. t
@ pumber c;t' f icture, rich in detail, 1s a most va-luable acl(]:oun#
e et mgm%veme;t in full and confident action. To the eﬁ]
O mned ey I think, this picture convincingly reveals a grow |
P Gor fkresi?stanee (“terrorism,” in Portuguese tern}fsl
o eXPHHSIOIH }?eroism of small and isolated ha_ndfgls of h-?pe uf
o J;ll;ide;igssed and often terribly alone, to the installation o
men, -press |

.

ization in a liberated country. - . “ah]e”
OrgIE“lmzat}jgzeu;rlio may still doubt whether Africans are “able” to
0 an

: : richt
nize guerrilla warfare and to exploit their successes rig
orga |

| . "
ovement’s leadership and especially that of Cabral himself. There
111

' t, no mere plunging
. ing to this sober factual account, | . 8
; asjrdacporf}llggva(éue hope that the walls of JGI‘ICI‘I(;] xgopldl ;Z \
abhgare: lan trumpet blast. Armed resistance was launched 1n
efo

only after years of political study and preparation.

' 'S -
Cabral and his fellow leaders carried out a most careful analysi

INngo
f who was who, of the position of the Fulfﬂ; indctﬁfzn;lfll;%e
ghie“f;s \}iS—é—vis their village clientele, of thexsoma iequho & e
town populations, of the opinions of thos];e1 pi?l}; e e
. eti ithout chiefs, notably the ba )
S?fgrtlilqent;gzsS?ﬁlegﬁsicflPLrtuguese colonial exploitation actually
of the |
affected the daily life of the country.

' ' Inde-
When Chaliand wrote this book in 1966-67, the African In

- PAIGC
pendence Party of Guinea and the Cape Velifiehlstllil:jsh;d chasec)l
already controlled large rural areas from w li:he were installing
s Portuguese police and fﬂm?[’, an?iez?: rei\lowy two years later,
IR of indepen - 4 .
k?elrpi¥gge§a§treiiiir52d this cfmtrol and reconstruction to at
the

| j ' i arrisons. For
guese out of. their defensive camps and fortified g _
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an understanding of modern Africa, Chaliand’s book is more

timely than ever.
In Guinea a people entirely deprived of their natural rights

have replied to the violence of imperial Portugal with a reluctant
but saving violence of their own. They have recovered their own |

o

history, their right to make their own history. They have begun |
to shape this history for themselves after decades of painful sub- |

Jection. They have rejoiced at what it means to see the future un- |

folding in their own arms and hearts. At a time when much of ;

Africa is still deeply encoiled within the confusions and frustra- §

tions of structures both colonialist and neo-colonialist, these men |

and women of Guinea and the Cape Verde Islands have thought
and fought their way through to new clarities, new freedoms,

new objectives. Their country 1s only the size of Holland Or §
Switzerland, but their story is as large as humanity. If it is little

known, it ought to be widely known.

Chaliand has been well placed to tell this story. Long aware of
its importance, he published his first account of the PAIGC and ;

its aims and policies in 1964, During 1966 he traveled with Cabral §
and other PAIGC leaders through liberated territory m Guinea. §
There he collected firsthand impressions and biographies of §
PAIGC activists at all levels from the leadership to rank-and-file
soldiers and political workers in the field. Judicious, careful of his |
tacts, Chaliand offers much more than a reporter’s notebook. He
helps to situate this African war for independence within the wider
struggle of our times: the struggle in which other peoples in other
lands have reached out, and now reach out, for the means to tum

- our world toward survival, toward peace, toward hope.

Author’s Foreword

| With a total of more than 100,000 men deployed in Angola since

106]. in Guinea since 1963, and in Mozambique since 1964,

. Portugal, the last of the colomal powers, has been waging three

on in Africa. are begin-
simultaneous wars of repression 1n Afnca. These Warsm > dg >
ning to make a serious dent in the Portuguese economy, and

| ' ent must rely on
to conduct them the Portuguese governm
f}r](ie;.idoo? its NATO allies, notably the United States and West

Germany. In July 1966, 150,000 civil servants and military men

- ' the
received a pay increase of 20-25 perceﬂ’ilmscomf efl}lfsiil(’zlileftfj’l;)rtu-
- | ime, the Secreta
ising cost of living. At the same time, Of L d
HLSlleI;E T'reasury sta%ed that every year the military budﬁ?t mssrceicsif)s |
lg)y five billion escudos! and that four and a l}alf bi tl}(:nln 1967
were being spent to assure Portugal’s ec:(;nfﬁmc g;%\:;’s 'territoriai
- tion of the nati T
“national defense and the protec | ovinces
- ey ' her colonies as overseas p ,
integrity”’—Portugal considers tudeet. of which
ineipal i the Portuguese budget,
—were the principal items on _ Compulsory
| expenditures. Comp |
nearly forty percent was allocated to war exp Eou
milit:ry sei'/vli)ce has been lengthened trom elghteegl moﬁlésgslasce
years. Until 'recently, emigration was offset by a favora £ okilled
of payments, but now it has begun to create a shortage o ot
labor. And vg:orse yet, the Portuguese a}lthontles havv;i:) bef]—lll astatepof |
ing to check a large-scale capital drainage Causedh yh ee started
general uneasiness among Portuguese mvestors who hav .
to place their holdings abroad. . ent
rl;'he most important armed struggle”on tl_le Afnca:in c’:)]il;l{;e;é_
1s presently taking place in “Portuguese Guinea. Under |

" One escudo equals about $.035. (Translators’ note.)

X111




A L T
TR U e T M g e e
- N AL =L P .

.- -
-
o
1 -
.
B
[
i
"
- .' N
LA
'i'
.
1
A
1
..
Y .
. .
LM )
- .
LY
l:.
B
"
L .
ll'.'..
g
A1
i
[
-
.
A
R T
ot
[
i
k
|
;.
r .o
. I
>
s
L .
1.
] ._ °
PP
P .
I.:.
0oL .
]
{. .
e
o
]
“u
ar L =
P
LA
T
v B
.Ei
1
&
.
‘,_ N
[ ¥

conclusions that can be applied elsewhere and that will COHStitufé;

for the Independence of Guinea and Cape Verde.

- proceeds directly to the phase of armed struggle. See Che Guevara, “
Warfare (New York: Monthly Review Press, 1961) . -
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ership of Amilcar Cabral, the forces of the PAIGC 2 have liberafed&
more than half of their country. The experience of the PAIGC!
contradicts the Cuban foco® theory and demonstrates that, in4

this case, the armed struggle could not have been undertaken i

4 peniod of more than two years had not been devoted before-
hand to preparatory political work. Which concrete methods per-
mitted the initial mobilization of the pcasant masses? What was |
the nature of the process through which they were won over to |
the cause? How are they organized? What is the function of |
political commissars, both within each combat unit and with re.'
spect to the population? How does g revolutionary leader like |
Cabral speak to the fighting men? Through what sort of discussion
does he convince the peasants to intensify their participation in }
the struggle and to raise their level of production: -

Guided by the practical experience of PAIGC guerrilla fighters§
and cadres and by their own evaluation of it, this book primarily j
offers answers to these questions. ' 3

The book’s purpose is to outline the jnner sociology of an African§
maquis. The leaders, cadres, guerrilla highters, and peasants who
at each of their various levels constitute the basic elements of al
maquis have seldom before portrayed themselves either collectively
orindividually, - -

The book also proposes to consider the diverse eXperiences
the armed struggle in Africa and to draw 1 certain number of:}

a valuable contribution to what we already know about théf
political strategy of guerrilla warfare in Southeast Asia and -in_;
Latin America. ' B

- VA
"y = _u' .
e T i

x
]

* Partido Africano da Independencia da Guine e Cabo Verde: African Party

*A guerrilla unit which acts as the “focus” of an insurrection and which /&

+

T

Author's Foreword / xv

PAIGC—PARTIDO AFRICAN_O DA INDEPENDENCIA
DA GUINE E CABO VERDE

Bulletin:
1zati ces
After inspecting the political organization and the gﬁmedcfa%rral
. the southern and eastern regions of the country, Ami cz11<rs 2 thé
;I;cretary-general of our Party, has just spent two wec

| emi-
| Lorthern regions of the country, where he presided over the s .

al conference -of cadres. | | T
an%iis conference took place in one of the liberated zones

reached decisions about the following matters: mt;nsﬂ.icatg}nt 1?2
the armed struggle during the rainy season, strengt englgcational
Party’s political organization, increase of Pmdlll'Ctl'O}I:é]antl o
development, public health work, and the replenis .

| ' €s.
es vital to the well-being of the mass
ph]?)u\;ing his stay in the north, the secretary-general of the Party

inspected a number of schools, infirmaries, g_uerril!a baszs., anecl

uniI?cs of our regular army. He attended rallies w;lthﬂiu 161;1% S
Ing 1 etimes even the thousanas,

numbering in the hundreds and som | thou

and was tghus able to get a clear picture of the 81tua(§10121 1;111 ttlJJLIl;

country and to discuss the prospects for our struggle and the

of our people. . N '
Thepsecfetary-general was accomp._amed on his tg;]r. byT(éS)Wﬁgg
Vieira (Ambrosio Djassi) and Fra_nmsc'o Mendes ( ;:ot 1éaders
are members of the Political Commttee a?d the Farty litar
in the northern districts, as well as by José Mendes':ba I;cr?llllao}i;
representative of the Popular Movemept for the L1he.ra lona]ist
Angola (MPLA), and by Gérard Chaliand, a French jour :
and writer (Partisans magazine). ; -
\\?hile tl(ley learned ng- our secretary-general’s presencltz_ﬁnh_the
area, the colonial forces made every effort to arrest or ki FI'I::t
On June 5, at about 6 a.m., ten B-26 bombers egnd fo];lrmbled
highters (the latter still bearing West German markings )th:secfe’
and strafed the village of Djagali where, the day before,than 3.000
tary-general had presided over a rally attended by more ’

People. While this was going on, in an attempt to seal off all
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L

__ avenues of escape, the Portuguese sent gunboats and other ves- - l _
b sels to patrol the Farim River, and six of thejr helicopters de- Armed S tr u/gg €
Coha T posited troops on the Senegal border between Guidage and? - . .

Bigene. | | | ' | | LN Afrlca
However, our troops prevented the Portuguese from accomplish-; | _
i ing their intentions. Despite the bombing of Djagali, in which ] — |
seven people died and five were injured, we drove the colonial.

S forces out of the village, killing ten of their men and wounding

- several others. At the frontier, our forces routed the “air cavalry” |

S - troops, killing five colonialist soldjers and, once again, wounding 1

N several others. |
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Introduction

General Considerations

Portuguese” Guinea occupies an area of 13,948 square miles be-
ween Senegal and the Republic of Guinea. In the northeastern

outa-Dijallon mountain range. In the center there is a forest
one, and in the south a coastal plain. In some places (Sucujaque,
acheu, Bissau, Buba, Cacine), the sea penetrates deeply into
he coastline and creates narrow, sharply sloping valleys. Inland
beyond the salt-water limit, the major water basins are formed by
the Farim, the Geba, and the Corubal rivers. Ships of 2,000 tons
burden or less can navigate these rivers over distances of sixty
o ninety-five miles. Guinea extends through a row of islands
(the largest of which are Pecixe, Bissau, Bolama, and Como)
and through the Bissagos Archipelago. Guinea’s tropical chimate
as two seasons: the rainy season from June to November and
the dry season during the remainder of the year. Its population
has been estimated at ‘800,000, which comes to a density of fifty-
seven inhabitants per square mile, a high figure for tropical Africa.!
The “Rios” of “Guiné e Cabo Verde” were among the first
regions explored by Portugal in the mid-1400’s. The Portuguese
Navigator Nuno Tristae sighted the mouths of the Farim and the
Geba in 1446. In the ensuing years, the “Rios da Guiné€” became
the property of the benefactors and inhabitants of the Cape Verde
Archipelago, located off the Senegal coast. Portuguese traders
kn_OWIl as langados set up posts along the shore. In 1630, the “cap-
taincy-general of Cacheu” laid the groundwork of administrative

OCCupation, and in 1692 a new “captaincy-general” of Bissau was
“-‘-‘—-—""—-——.—_

1 ' .
o For the most complete information available on Portuguese colonialism 1n
"Inea, see Amilcar Cabral’s Report to the United Nations (1962).

3

egion of Boe, its low tablelands form the last foothills of the
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established to provide an administrative structure for the territo
The Portuguese went into the slave trade and were in the cours him toO
of time to transport a certain number of their slaves to the Cag of the art
Verde Islands. The Pepels, a Bissau tribe, were usually in charg
of sales.
In 1879, the Guinea and Cape Verde administration was di
solved. Threatened by British and French schemes after the Berli
treaty of 1884-85, the Portuguese endeavored to complete ther
conquest of the interior. With the help of the Islamized popul
tion, Teixeira Pinto subdued the Animist tribes and progressivel
cordoned off the entire country. Guinea was “pacified” after mo
than thirty years of military expeditions, but the final conques
of the Bissagos Archipelago did not take place until 1936. Ac
cording to both the present constitution of Portugal, the law go
erning Portuguese overseas provinces, and the statute on politica
administration (ratified November 22, 1963, by Decree No. 45
372), “Portuguese” Guinea constitutes one of Portugal’'s “oversez

Introduction / 5

oport himself and his dependents. Until the outbreak
3 P(l:d struggle, the Portuguese, in addition to levying a
- also extracted forced labor.

Economic Survey

It would be superfluous to attempt to demonstrate the obvious
economiC exploitation constituted by Portugal’s extraction of
Cuinea’s wealth. On the eve of the war of national liberation, the
Portuguese monopoly Companhia Uniao Fabril (CUF) controlled
111 of Guinea’s foreign trade. Portugal was the compulsory market

for Guinean produce.

Table 1 |
Exports from “Portuguese’” Guinea

provinces” in Africa. Theoretically, Portuguese law provides fc To To To other
Guinea’s administrative and financial autonomy. The governo Amount Portugal colonies  couniries
is the highest-ranking official in the “province.” He presides ove Products (1n tons) (percent)  (percent)  (percent)
the legislative council and is assisted by the government council
For the purposes of judicial administration, the “province” of Gr‘f’““d“UtS
Guinea constitutes a comarca, having its seat in Bissau and falling (in shell) 74,000 99.96 0.04 0
under the jurisdiction of Lisbon. | Groundnu;s

In point of fact, the law of the land for Guinea (until 1961, P (lshel{e<_l) 28,000 100.00 0 0
when it was rescinded) was the so-called native statute that pro PZIE ?}l} 1,260 100.00 0 0
vided the legal basis for a policy of apartheid by denying politica Wood_m obage 38,000 92.10 0 7.90
rights to ninety-nine percent of the Guinean people. Article 2 o Rubbe 36,000 83.30 16.50 0.20
the statute stipulated that any member or descendant of the black Wax i 270 100.00 0 0
race “who has not yet acquired the individual characteristicSa - Cies 343 95.10 0.30 0.60
and social habits prerequisite to the full exercise of all the publi Oll-cakes i,zgg 1(1)(;28 (()) 82 40

and private rights of Portuguese citizenship, may not enjoy these

richts.” As a result, the “native” had no political nghts: withou s | ,

tl?e administration”s approval, he could nz{i)thcr elccgt nor depose ’faii\cjt;;fg:lm'ﬁgum R T e e
v _ y _ . _ 1ation, consult Cabral, cited above. This report provided the source

the traditional chiefs; he could not even change his place of resi- @@ ™3terial for part of my study Guinée “portugaise” et Cap Vert en lutte pour

dence without first applying for permission to do so. To make thef " "d¢pendance (Paris: Francois Maspero, 1964).

transition from “native” to citizen, he had to have not only a

speaking knowledge of Portuguese but also a job that permitted?

I'he Country’s most important products are rice, which 1s mainly

S EHE wellhewang.org
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reserved for home consumption, and groundnuts,? which provig
the basis of Guinea’s toreign trade. Thus, in the peacetime y
of 1960, sixty percent of all foreign trade revenue came f
groundnuts and seventy percent of the total production

exported. It should be noted that the cultivation of groundnuts y
originally enforced by the Portuguese.

The following list indicates the distribution of cultivated are

The number of work units per family r'angfed between
even, whereas the total area under cultivation covered

~ent of the territory or barely forty percent of the arable
e Id be pointed out that unlike Angola, for instance,
land. 1t Shfmo blantation colonies. ‘The essential part of Guinea’s
e ]-1E181--11]-; ]in the hands of the Companhia Uniio Fabril
C(g{}(])+fl)]}\\‘i1;(:]l controlled foreign trade, and of the Natiional. Over-
s(eas Bank.? Industry 1s mited to about ten small factories, includ-

farlnl)]()t.q .
th rec a1l d

Table 2 S ing three rice-husking factories, two. groundngt prE)cessing factoru];s,

Major Crops one paper-pulp factory, and two brick factories. ilhcre szem.s to g

S 0 mining at present, although there are deposits of gaumlte and

Production petroleum. It must be 11()th1 that, as opposed t(.). ngro ai_ Cz]m]

Crops Acres Percent in tons Mozambique where the great international monopolies have widely

entrenched themselves, Guinea is in general a truly P.ortt-lguese

Hulled rice 308,170 25.86 90,247 colony. Portuguese capitalism ]argc]}f rests on thCICKpl(')ltatl(Jll of

Dry rice 69,815 5.86 10,030 colonial peoples. Although Portugal itself, once a SCI]]I*CO]OI]}' of

Groundnuts 259,394 21.78 63,975 England, managed during World War II to lay the fOI_JIldatlonS

Millet 189,058 15.95 23,968 of an industrial system dominated by national 1110110p0116§, today

Sugar cane 130,678 10.97 17,834 B it is becoming more and more dependent on the great interna-

Maize 61,278 5.15 7,994 tional monopolies. In the competition among the latter, West
Manioc 36,591 3.07 24,171 Germany leads Great Bntain, the United States, and France.

[t is also interesting to note that Portugal’'s heavily adverse

balance of trade shows a surplus only for the African colonies.
(See Table 3.)

Source: Portuguese National Institute of Statistics, cited by Cabral.

Atter groundnuts, principal crop exports were palm oil, coconut
rice, and wood (in the country’s forests, Portugal has widel
plundered the precious wood which provides an appreciable paf

Annual deficit Deficit increase
of the revenue obtained from Guinean exports). Since rice | (in millions (in millions
by far the most profitable crop, the PAIGC has been encouragin of escudos) . of escudos)
its cultivation since the outbreak of the armed struggle, and nejill
areas have been cultivated in the liberated regions. Under Port 1962 6,198 e
sUCS€ management, proceeds from groundnut sales seldom Covere 1963 6,842 664 (10.49%)
the cost of family labor. In the liberated regions, all agricultura 1964 7,067 225 (3.3%)

'l—-.____________‘__‘

e ————

produce is now consumed by the population. On the other hand,

the war has noticeably depleted what used to be a large supply of
livestock.

On the eve of the insurrection there were about 85,000 family

In 1965, Portuguese imports from West Germany totalled 4,200

milliop ¢scudos, whereas exports only amounted to 1,308 million
-‘-‘--_H_h_“ —

See Appendix for a list of foreign interests (Portuguese and non-Portu-
slese) iy, Guinea. |

" Or peanuts. United Nations documents translate the French arachide
“groundnut,” and so we have used that term throughout. (Translators’ note. )

b [ ST Y ang.org
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escudos. Three countries account for fifty percent of Portug
entire foreign trade deficit:

Value Percent
(in mallions of

of escudos) deficil
Germany 2,228 29.4
France 829 10.9
United States ﬂ 0.8
3,798 50.1

In order to conduct the war, Portugal receives substantial
from its NATO allies, notably West Germany and the Unit
States. Moreover, these two countries have very large interests
the mining resources of Angola and Mozambique. |

Portugal’s balance of payments with its colonies continued
be favorable in 1965. (See Table 4.) |

With half of the country controlled by the PAIGC, comp
hensive statistics for the Guinean economy have been unavailak
during the past few years. However, the monthly bulletin of Port
gal's National Institute for Statistics gives some interesting info
mation. In 1959, Guinea and Cape Verde supplied 16.3 perce
of Portugal’s colonial imports; in 1963, 11.5 percent; and in 1964
9.8 percent. Portuguese exports to Guinea and Cape Verde we
down from 12.1 percent in 1959 to 10.7 percent in 1963 and 10
percent in 1964, | |

According to the PAIGC, the Companhia Unido Fabril has ha
to close most of its stores in the regions that have not vet bee
liberated, and several of its boats have been seized, along witl
their cargoes. The Overseas Trading Company has given up all ¢
its Guinean business, in the bushlands as well as the towns. Bill
ton Maatschappij N.V., the Dutch company which holds a con
cession for mining the Boe bauxite deposits, has been forced ta
suspend 1ts exploratory operations because of PAIGC activity.

In Guinea, Portugal has not found war to be a paying proposi-
tion. In 1966, Portugal’s foreign trade deficits were increasing, not’
only overall, but even with respect to the African colonies.

b E S EHE N we

Table 4
Metropolitan Portugal’s Balance of Payments with Its Overseas Provinces in 1965

Total
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Debit

Debit

Credit

Debit

Balance

Credit

Debit  Credit

Credit

T ransactions

ang.org

43,224
+2,165
+1,059

449

826
—2,072
+ 619
+1,237

—

9,582

6,358

1,281

1,046

3,714

1,379

1,019

4,587

A. Current Transactions

2.672

3,933

4,837
4,745
461

3,686
12
40
3,466

6358
623
35

186
860

1,830
1,884
187

360
6

2,349
2.238
239

1,467
2,466
6

31
2,352

Travel

2. Invisible (Services)
a.

1. Merchandise

866
1,394

57
255

351
571

9
292

458

Income from investments

c. Public sector

b.

822

S68

d. Shipping and other services

e. Private transfers

B. Capital Transactions

703
1,321

34

S6
220

22
16
145

259
516

15
38

388

47

84

585

30
188

250
62
312
39
351

+
+

934
305
629

1,246
266
980

74
30
14

18
201
19
182

83
27
044
162
482

77
311

588

53
216
113
103

457
17
287

a. Private sector

b. Public sector
C. Transactions Not Accounted for

1. Short-term capital (net)

2. Long-term capital

and Errors

D. Total

Introduction / 11

+2,945
—2,945

Financing
1. Multilateral transactions

2. Net change in short term assets

113

._|..

275

136

524

increase (—)]|

gal

161 —3,053

2,252

962

credit (—), debit (4)]

3. Clearing account in Portu

4. Reserve account in the overseas

)

provinces [credit (4), debit (—)]

Source: OECD Bulletin, 1965.
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Society and Soctal Structu

“Portuguese” Guinea numbers about 800,000 inhabitants.
population is made up of various ethnic groups.

Balantes 250,000
Mandjaks 140,000
Fulahs 100,000
Mandingos 80,000
Pepels 50,000
Mancags or Brames 35,000
Felupes ' 15,000
Bissagos 15,000

There are also other less numerous ethnic groups such as tk
Beofadas, the Bairotes, the Cassangas, the Banhuns, the Sarakoll
the Balantes-Manés, and the Pajadincas.

Behind these tribal and linguistic divisions, however, there
one fundamental ethnic cleavage: that which separates the Islar
1zed groups from the Animists.

The Animists belong to a large ethnic bloc which extends alo
the coast from Senegal to the Ivory Coast. Its characternistic featur
1s the absence of a higher form of state organization. With th
notable exception of the Mandjaks, the Animists (who accour
for approximately seventy percent of the population) live in soci
ties without a system of customary chieftainships; age groups see
to constitute the major social distinction. The village communi
system shows far fewer signs of degeneration among the Animis
than among the Muslims. This contrast between the groups ok
viously existed long before Portuguese colonization, and the tw
groups differ economically, socially, and religiously. On the othe
hand, on the eve of the colonial conquest, private ownership of
the land did not exist anywhere in Guinea, nor had the monetary
system been introduced. |

The Balantes are the most numerous ethnic group of “Portus
guese” Guinea (thirty percent of the total population), and ar€

b [ SR W
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e most rc;prc—:?entative _of the Animists. The pivot on which
Balante social llfe turns is the _fami]y cell, or moranga, which is
the branch of a single family. In th.lS context, patrniarchal authority
is 1)rL~1)(J11c1cx';111F. In eﬁ'ect? the.socml organization common to all
the Animist tribes of Guinea is based on age groups, as follows:

Ntar, or Infar 10 to 12 years

Mpebe 0 o A T
Ncumane iAo ). "
N’hai, or Blufo 230 2957

After this age, circumcision is practiced as it is (albeit much
earlier) among the Muslims; the Animists do not, however, prac-
tice excision. After circumcision, one is lante (adult) and is initi-
ated into the secrets of the group, thereby acquiring the right to
appropriate land within the context of the village community.
The older a man grows, the more he is respected, and the homem
grande, or old man, enjoys special prestige. Moreover, one is the
more powerful in proportion to the number of hands in one’s
tamily. Polygamy exists but is not at all widespread among the
Animists. Besides, the Animist woman enjoys relative freedom.
If she is widowed, she does not automatically become, as else-
where, the wife of the deceased’s brother. She can decide her own
future and may remarry at the end of a year.

In addition to the patriarchal authority governing the family
cell, there exists at the village level a constituted social authority:
the council of elders. This gerontocracy regulates the distribution
of land and settles whatever disputes may arise according to the
laws of the group. ‘There is no authority from outside the village.
nﬁgs_t ties do exist betu"een Balante villages, based on the com-

1ty of language, beliefs, and customs.

5 Uhe division of arable land is primarily tribal: there is a Balante
e:?(}” Just as there are Fulah and Mandjak zones. But the prop-
I)rc;(]lllg]?ts to tl_le land are held by each 1nd1v1duf,-tl village. The
Prodllst? of agriculture, however, as well as the instruments of
e, ‘ttlgn, belqng to the head of _the family—a fact that .cl(?a_rly
COmn;antliatcs tlu.s mode of productloq from that of the primitive
R Sljmty, which has ex-'ery“:here dlsal)pgared and yet 1S _W15h-
7 Seen by some as the basis for an African rural “socialism.”

[o)- A an -Org
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dies), and their lands have often been conquered from the swamg

As mentioned earlier, the Balantes are noteworthy as growers §
rice, usually by the wet paddy method. A large proportion of tk
group lives along the coast (much of which consists of rice pa

From the religious point of view, one notices the absence of
clergy among the Balantes. Like most of the other Animist tribes
they worship a creatorgod and various intermediate deities asse
ciated with rain, agriculture, and the like. 5

The Portuguese imposed on the Balantes alien chiefs recruite
from the Islamized tribes, but the Balantes never accepted them
This explains, in part at least, the fact that the mobilization an
participation of the Balantes in the armed struggle have bee
massive. i

The Mandjaks are generally considered to be a transitions
group between the two main groups. As Animists, they have
tained the characteristic Animist age classes, but they seem to hav
an increasing tendency to define social distinctions in terms
economic structures that bear a resemblance to those of the IS
lamized group. From a social point of view, the Mandjaks an
visibly creating the embryo of a customary chieftainship system.
In contrast to the other Animist ethnic groups, they have a clerg
invested with religious and political functions.

The Islamized groups, which account for approximately thirt
percent of the population, are the Fulahs and the Mandingos
and their societies function under the system of customary chief
tainships. Their mode of production has sometimes wrongly beer
called “feudal”; in any event, it has reached a more advancec
stage of historical evolution than that of the Animusts. Social dis
tinctions are well defined, and a system of patriarchal slavery als
exists. The Fulahs and Mandingos have counterparts in the Re
public of Guinea as well as in Senegal.

The Fulahs belong to the huge Peul family, which extends over
all of western Africa. Those in “Portuguese” Guinea seem less
culturally and economically advanced than their neighbors, the?
Fouta-Djallon Fulahs of the Republic of Guinea, who had a’
powerful empire in the seventeenth century. The Fulahs were

* This analysis summarizes the principal points developed in my pamphlet _'
Guinée “portuguaise” et Cap Vert (cited above), pp. 17-26.

o [ S ST
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originally nomadic shepherds, and although they are now sedentary
Shq)hcrds and farmers, the pastoral foundations of their poetry
,nd their cosmogony are still very much in evidence. The existence
of a form of state structure indicates that the Fulahs have passed
ihrough a process of marked social differentiation. Their social
Orgnnimtion is' based on customary chiefs, who descend from
great aristocratic families, such as the Diallos and the Sows. Be-
sides the chiefs and their families, there are the lords. The chiefs,
who can come only from the aristocratic stratum, exact tribute in
kind and exercise economic, religious, and military prerogatives.

Beneath the anstocratic class of Fulah society stand political and
religious chiefs, farmers, and then a series of 'trade-castes, such as
those of the goldsmiths and weavers. Blacksmiths and griots® make
up the lower castes. As noted above, there is widespread domestic
slavery. ‘T'he formerly effective village community system has very
badly disintegrated and the customary chiefs have p}oceeded to an
unequal parcelling off of land to poor peasants, while leaving the
nobles in full private possession of family lands. The Portuguese
have given the Fulahs, who are spread out all over the country, a
large measure of privilege, in order to make their ruling class an

Anstrument of indirect domination over the Animist tribes. From

the standpoint of social structures—though with a less pronounced
differentiation—the Mandingos are quite close to the Fulahs. It
1S from these two ethnic groups that the greatest number of itin-
“fant merchants are recruited.

Cclft];: f:f];unizcd-tribes live in round h.utg huddled together in the
e “af cultivated area. The AI]]II]IS;ZS, on the other hand,
o 1'r(,rc:Fang’l.,llar huts c_hsperscd around the outskirts of their
E f]ic JIIxcstocL was plentiful before theé war and was concentrated
he B-,].nu:s,t part in the hands of the Ful:ahS, the Mandingos, and
'cltim; (;f]](:s,-.; I'he phenomenon of hoarding through the accumu-
iy .1Tcstock and .thc refusal to put it to commercial use

cre as elsewhere in West Africa.

e —

TR '
Sp“‘?id}tglall);t“fl*i\fr.mmf poet and itinerant musician. The griots constitute a
e bog, &:';r | 111'}- 311 {J‘fl'(.‘l] thm{'ght to ]13\'(:‘ supernatural powers: hence they
“Tgunim“m; (ilc fn respected. Since tllc-}"llx'c outside the traditional social
Bt n‘L} are often chosen to arbitrate disputes between individuals
5. (I'ranslators’ note.) |
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The Islamized groups use the “Marabout” alphabet. The An
mists have no written language. (Ninety-nine percent of Guinea’
people are illiterate—it should be mentioned that in the entig
colonial period, fourteen Guineans have received the equivalen
of a B.A. degree.) Creole (Africanized Portuguese) is the languag
commonly spoken by a part of the population, especially n t

urban areas. |
In “Portuguese” Guinea, forced labor was used on a relativel

small scale, chiefly in road construction and maintenance—in COR
trast to Angola where the Portuguese imposed the obligation @
working on the European plantations. Inland in Guinea ther
were only a few Portuguese administrators and merchants. Only:
small proportion of the land was private property, and a part @
that (some 4,000 square kilometers) ‘belonged to the Portugues
Banco Nacional Ultramarino and CUF. A few Africans are pro
prictors of pontas, small farms where they cultivate sugar ca
in order to distill spirits. | !

From an economic point of view, the people who played ai
essential part in production at the outbreak of the liberation wa
were the Balantes, the Fulahs, the Mandingos, and the Mandjaks
The Balantes seem to be the major rice-growers in the presen
liberated regions (although every group throughout the countr
cultivates rice) and along with the Fulahs and the Mandingos ar

the primary producers of groundnuts.

Social classes in the countryside

Social classes in the countryside closely parallel the socia
classes within the different tribes. They divide as follows: |

—The important Fulah or Mandingo chiefs who were impose
by the Portuguese or agreed to be their agents. Since the extensior
of the liberated regions, these chiefs have placed themselves undeé
the protection of the colonial authorities.

—Great noble families of Fulah, Mandingo, and marginally
Mandjak origin. Often, notably among the Fulahs, these families
have gone over to the Portuguese side. |

—A marginal category of small farmers. These propretors 0
pontas have for the most part come over to the PAIGC.

b [ S S
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_The 1tinerant merchants, or Djoulas. This category cannot
thrive outside the context of a monetary economy, the suppression
of which in the liberated regions has caused their attitude toward
the struggle to remain ambiguous. Certain elements work simul-
tancously for the Portuguese and for the PAIGC. Experience
proves that the context of independence, the Djoulas, by virtue
of their enterprising spirit and thrift, rapidly develop into a lower
middle class of shopkeepers and merchants which tends to ally
itself with the bureaucratic bourgeoisie.

—The rural artisans, who in the liberated regions have main-
tained close ties with their villages and consequently collaborate
with the PAIGC.

—The peasants, among whom differences exist to a more im-
portant degree than one might at first notice. Among the Animists
(with the exception of the Mandjaks) there is no accumulation
of property. In contrast with the Muslims, a pre-capitalist men-
tality continues to prevail even today. Wealth is disposed of in
great feasts or potlatches. There is no ambition to rise above the
group, for this would amount to becoming separated from it. This
igﬂ?l E:ﬁ)l::;taa?m:xgc lf;)ther t}]ing]:, the almost total lack of any in-
e a)r/e s z_mge-i. nht ¢ context of the present struggle,
-y | viously the ones who‘sufferec_i least from the
cisdppearance of any monetary economy in the liberated regions.
tlllll(f%;:llclrllii:stIpeasants, IMOTEOVEr, participa‘te much more fully in
oy 1t1ﬁg &, ‘ 111}(1(3:5:_(1,,, as we have already pointed out, the Balantes
g ((;11}1)5(. tws mto] the_struggle from the.outset. I_n the first
Bill:.-n;th T\rla:)r]}Jgue}i(i: flad' imposed on the chiefless society of‘the
B ;ulb Lus 11(11‘1 (:l iefs who in the name qf tl}e colonial adminis-
. 11;]]']\-]?Ct]e 11;; 1em to a double exploitation. In the second
(CPCI‘I(‘[C]] t1 fc ti;z _ll%'fth_ ]and the Mandingos, who were part.ially
i ]inor 1'§;]r :Svell 100d on commerce:——and more precisely -
ef“‘cntbgtot g]—ml 1 epegal, the sq]ely agricultural Balantes un-
Eit aF_cxllal oitation when the Portuguese'came to levy a
e Cc]e];r :I]céll Y, am(;ng the Balan.tes bravery is traditionally a
. bar ed virtue. T"he Mand]aks, a]th(?ugh held back at
B y those of their chiefs who were in league with the

_\_-_-_——_

eft | : '
» is conyder;d, particularly among the adolescents, an achievement,
101e glorious if it is committed under dangerous circumstances.

Th
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Portuguese, quickly joined the struggle. On the other hand, a ver
sharply defined resistance to liberation manifested itself amon,
the Irulahs, where the influence of traditional chiefs entirely de
voted to Portuguese colonialism remains strong. Certain Fulal
clements have responded to the alignment of forces created by th
PAIGC through the armed struggle by joining the liberatiop
movement, whereas others have withdrawn to regions still con
trolled by the Portuguese. Nonetheless, because of the social strug
ture, a conflict of interest persists between the Fulah ruling clas
and the rest of the population, especially the Animists. This con
tradiction will not totally disappear until the Fulah aristocratig
classes have been liquidated by the Fulahs themselves. Finally, the
Mandingos of the liberated regions, although they have rallied te
the anti-colonial struggle, are particularly sensitive—in the north
at least—to the disappearance of the money economy.

In general, at the outset of the struggle the peasants displayee
reticence and reserve, a reaction resulting from conditions peculias
to peasantry of tropical Africa. This peasantry—outside the coun
tries or zones with plantations using hired day labor—is for the
most part not faced with the problem of agrarian reform. The
land is abundant and, for better or worse, permits a subsistence
economy. But colonialism provided many other objective condi
tions around which to mobilize the people. It was the task of the
PAIGC to demonstrate that it was possible to fight the Portu
guese successtully in order to draw the people into the struggle

Social classes in the towns

There are five towns of any importance in Guinea. It is there
that the Portuguese civilians live, 3,000 of them in 1960; there
were no “poor whites” among them. Bissau, the capital, has 25,000
inhabitants; Bafata, 10,000; Bissora, 5,000; Mansoa, 5,000; and
Bolama, 5,000. These figures date from before the war and have
probably changed with population shifts. Toward these cities
gravitate large numbers of the population, for whom they are &
center of attraction.

In the African urban scene, one can distinguish the following
classes and socio-economic levels:

b RSP
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A handful of high officials, especially from Cape Verde, .who
.re among those classed as assimilados. But thel.l' number is SO
«mall (perhaps a dozen) that 1t 1s not even possible to consider
them a class. It is worth noting, however, that one of the_great
Jifferences between Portuguese colonialism and the eolemahsm
of othgg European powers is the existence of such assimilados, a
<ocial @Megory the Portuguese regard as integrated into Portuguese
ociety. The assimilado becomes a citizen; he 15 1o loeger a
“native.” This category was used by the Portuguese as an instru-

ment of indirect domination. -
__The lower middle class: middle- and lower-ranking govern-

ment employees; bank, business, and store clerks; small merchants.
This class, including family members, numbers roughly 10,000

(1.5 percent of the total population). )
If the rural lower middle class rallied almost as a matter of

course to the liberation movement, in the measure to which the
cconomy was biased against it, the attitude of their urban counter-
parts has been much more ambiguous. This urban group depended
entirely on the colonial presence and feared that it would lose
the ccenomic and social advantages it had thus far acquired, even
“though it was interested in the prospect of an independenee in
which it could substitute itself for the white colonists.

Three main currents may be discerned in the political make-up
of this lower midle class: (1) A minority group, generally con-
sisting of government employees or merchants having close ties
with the Portuguese, which has been enriched by the war th.aeks
to the concrete help they have furnished to the PIDE (poh'tlcal
police). (2) The majority of the lower middle claes, long heeltant
but now—with the passage of time and the victories of the hbera—
tion movement—timidly engaged 1n the struggle while prepareng
to be the major beneficiaries of independence because they tluﬁnk
of themselves as irreplaceable experts and organizers. Meanwhile,
the struggle is in the process of forming numerous experts a.nd
organizers in the interior, as well as abroad. (3) A group that, like
the first, is a minority (although somewhat larger), but frore
which has emerged the hardcore leadership of the struggle. It 1s
this group, consisting for the most part of minor government and
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business employees, that began the struggle and continues ¢
direct it. 3

—Wage-laborers, those who sell their labor power on a day-te
day basis and do not constitute a working class in the classica
sense of the term—numbering about 25,000 to 30,000. They ar
workers in repair shops, chauffeurs and truck drivers, domesti
servants, street vendors, dockworkers, and various day-laborers i
trucking and river transport. (These latter, the dock and othe
transport workers, comprise the most conscious element; it wa
they who were behind the strikes of 1956 and 1959.) Wage
laborers on the whole were prompt to join the struggle. It shoule
be noted that they often retain a peasant mentality; it 1s moreov
a well-known phenomenon that in tropical Africa the city-countn
migration still moves in both directions. It has also been noticee
that the mechanics, accustomed to precise and painstaking work
have an excellent sense of organization and discipline. Very often
they have made remarkable cadres of middle rank at the heart o
the guerrilla struggle.

—The lumpenproletariat, arising from the rural exodus. It i
hard to specify the size of this class, especially since the beginning
of the war. The men loaf around, puttering at this and that
working occasionally by the day when they can. Their women an
often prostitutes. There is a tendency here as elsewhere in tropi ca
Africa to swarm around a member of the family who is making
regular salary. The experience of the PAIGC struggle has sho T
that this category is often reactionary. The PIDE has many in
formers and other agents in this class and does not seem to have
much trouble in recruiting reinforcements. |

The city youth poses a very special problem—and this seems te
be the case in numerous cities in western Africa. This urban
fringe group, which represents a very substantial proportion of the
youth in the towns of Guinea, is characterized by the fact that if
belongs neither to the wage-laborers nor to the lumpenproletariat.
Its members have a certain amount of education; they have mas
tered Portuguese; they work occasionally or are supported by the
relatives with whom they live; they have no definite profession.
They are a temporary proletariat with a lower-middle-class men-
tality. Nonconformist, restless, unstable, they aspire to a better
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life and are sensitive to the constraints of colonialism. The§e
young people have turned out to be particularly mobi_lizab]e in
the struggle. They hi played and continue to play an important
role in the urban struggle, as well as in the agitation reaching out
into the countryside. A substantial part of the middle rank cadres
in the PAIGC has come from this social group.

The Struggle of the PAIGC

[n September 1956, Amilcar Cabral and his circle secretly founfi§d
the PAIGC in Bissau. Before this, the African petty bourgeoisie,
which provided the backbone of the Party’s leadership, had sought
above all to climb socially by means of assimilation. Only a few of
the 8,000 assimilados living in Guinea at the time were interested
in a re-Africanization of their country and in the idea of national
independence. For the most part, these were persons who were or
had been university students in Portugal and had been active, to-
gether with their Angolan and Mozambican counterparts,
founding the Center for African Studies. After 1954, this petty
bourgeoisie began to lose whatever illusions it had had about the
possibility of a modus vivendi within the colonial context. At that
moment, the Portuguese were about to ban the athletic and cul-
tural associations the Africans were trying to set up.

T'he Portuguese political police (PIDE) made their first appear-
ance in Guinea in 1957. The Party apparatus was built up with
corresponding secrecy and care. Security was guaranteed by a strict
Compartmentalization in cells of three to five members each. Ongi-
hally organized and manned by the radical fringe of the petty
bourgeoisie, the Party’s ranks were soon swelled by nver-transport
Workers and Bissau dockworkers. The movement spread from the
Capital inland to the towns of Bolama and Bafata. Little by little,
the idea of independence and of a struggle shared by Guinea and
Cape Verde became popularized among the urban masses.

On August 3, 1959, colonial troops put down a dock strike in
Pldﬁgniti and killed fifty workers. A month later, the Party held a
Meeting in Bissau at which it decided to lay the groundwork for
the armeg struggle and to concentrate on mobilizing the peasantry




22 / Armed Struggle in Africa

in the countryside, future scene of the guerrilla war. Guinea wag
divided into six regions and these were divided into zones. By thé
beginning of 1960, militants were out in the countryside trying t‘i
get the work of explanation and mobilization under way. At the
same time, a whole series of small nationalist groups sprang ug
spontaneously in Bissau. One of them was headed by Rafael Bar
bosa, who later became chairman of the PAIGC. In his initia]
capacity as secretary of the Party control commission, he organizeg
the Oio and Bafata regions and trained the nucleus that was te
spark the outbreak of the armed struggle.

The first wave of repression struck the Party in 1960 and the
struggle entered its most difficult phase. Amilcar Cabral, the Party’s
secretary-general, moved to Conakry, where he established a schoo.
for training cadres who subsequently returned home to work i
the countryside. They in turn sent back new recruits to take thei
places at the school. 3

In April 1961, the Conference of Nationalist Organizations 0
Portuguese Colonies (CONCP) was formed in Casablanca, it
seat to be in Rabat. Although the armed struggle had alread:
begun in Angola, the PAIGC was still meticulously laying th
groundwork for the political conditions which would permit it t
be launched in Guinea. On the night of June 30-July 1, 1962,
series of sabotage raids was carried out from bases inside Guiné:
Police repression had intensified: as early as March, Rafacl Ba
bosa and a hundred other militants had been arrested in Bissat
Toward the end of July 1962, before the anniversary of the Pi€
jiguiti massacre, the Portuguese arrested 2,000 persons in Bissa
and declared the city under martial law. In August and Septembe
1962, the fourth conference of Party cadres convened in Conaki
and decided to expand the armed struggle at all costs. So it cam
about that by January 1963 a broad guerrilla campaign had bee
launched in the southern half of the country. The fact was soa
acknowledged by the Portuguese high command. General Gomt
de Araujo, the Portuguese Minister of Defense, declared: “Sizab
and well-armed groups, trained in subversive warfare in Nort
Africa and the Communist countries, have made incursions Of
Guinean territory in a zone comprising fifteen percent of it
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area.” " But a second “zone of insecurity” was already being created
in the north of the country, and by the end of the year the PAIGC
estimated that it controlled nearly one-third of the national terri-
tory.

In February 1964, a Party Congress was held in the maquis and
a reorganization was effected. By the beginning of 1963, the
struggle was being waged on three levels:

—FEconomic: Systematic destruction of CUF warehouses. Low-
ering of groundnut export production. Increase of rice production
for local consumption.

—Political: Installation of military bases in the forest but not in
the villages—so as to avoid the repressions that would otherwise
be automatically levelled against the peasantry. At the same time,
continued political work in the villages.

—Military: Ceaseless harassment of the enemy in order to create
a permanent atmosphere of demoralizing insecurity.

In view of the new conditions created by the struggle, the 1964
Congress decided to:

1) Divide the country up into regions and zones around strate-
gic bases.

2) Modify the Party’s political structure (see below).

3) Rationally organize the liberated regions so as to replace the
Portuguese administratively and economically; in the south, create
a system of people’s stores.

%) Reorganize militarily: to strengthen cohesion, no more
dutonomous regions or zones. Henceforth, everything must be
Closely tied to the Party’s central leadership. In effect, autonomy
had given rise to petty local potentates who, in the name of the
Party, had shown a tendency to usurp broad powers over the pop-
ulation,

>) Create a regular army, the FARP (People’s Revolutionary
Armed Forces), in addition to the local village guerrilla militias.

On the whole, the political structure of the Party remains as de-
termineq by the 1964 Congress, and consists of: (1) The Political

"Ieau. 20 members—I15 regulars and 5 alternates—including an
\‘\__

Diario g, Lisboa, July 18, 1963.
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executive committee of 7 members. (2) The Central Committee,
65 members—including 20 alternates—divided into 7 departments;
armed forces political action; foreign affairs; political contro
military cadres and of the Party apparatus; secretariat for the
training of cadres, information and propaganda; security; economy
and finances; development and coordination of mass organizations,
In April 1964, the Portuguese attempted to launch a broad
counteroffensive. They attacked the liberated island of Comeo,
which strategically commands the entire south of the country.
After sixty-five days, 3,000 Portuguese troops, backed up by air sup:
port, were unable to retake the island and had to withdraw
losing several hundred men. The materiel at the disposal of the
PAIGC, supplied by various sources, had been considerably rein-
forced since 1963 and heavy artillery had become more and more
abundant. : :
In 1965, the liberated zones already covered half the country.
Bases had been strengthened in both manpower and materiel,
while the Portuguese troops had been inactive for several months.
Air strikes became the principal Portuguese tactic against the
liberated regions,® where in certain zones no taxes had been paid
for two years. The creation of a political structure in villages whe
Party committees had been elected was under way. Although the
armed struggle in that year declined slightly, its results, as pu )-
lished in a PAIGC communiqué of August 4, 1965, were 1,500
Portuguese dead or wounded, dozens of military vehicles destroyed,
three airplanes shot down.
Meanwhile, Portuguese troops, which had numbered 10,000
1962, were increased to 25,000. In Angbla, a territory thirty time:
larger, there are less than three times that number. Five chiefs
staff succeeded one another in Guinea without being able to bring
the situation under control.
The year 1966 was characterized by an intensification of the
struggle during the rainy season and, more particularly, by attacks
on and systematic destruction of Portuguese garrisons and fortifi C

13
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® This repression by air attack caused the emigration of 56,000 Guinean:
across the northern frontier into Senegal. In 1967, the UN High Commission
for Refugees contributed some thirty-five million francs CFA (about $140,000)
to the assistance program for Guinean refugees. k-
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camps. PAIGC military bases were reduced in size to promote
greater mobility. Schools were integrated with the villages. At this
writing, a third front has been opened in the east of the country.
Until the end of 1966, the country was divided into two inter-
regions, north and south, with the following regional structure:

Northern interregion, divided into seven regions, in turn divided

into zones:
Sio Domingos: Susana and N'Gore.

Farim: Sambuya and Candjanabari.
Canchungo: Bassarel, Churo, and Cayo.
Oio: Biambi, Mor¢s, and Sara.

Bafata: Geba and Canhamina.

Bissau: Quinhamel, Safim, and Bissau.”

Gabu: limits not yet settled. '

The north, comprising sixty percent of the country, 1 bordered
on the interior by the Geba River as far as Bafata, by the Bafata-
Gabu road, and by the Gabu-Kabuka road as far as the Con}bal
River. It is about 7,780 square miles in area; each of the regions

composing it covers roughly 1,170 square miles. |
Southern interregion, divided mnto six regions: Catio, Fula-

cunda-Bolama, the Bissagos Archipelago, and an autonomous Ic-

oion (for military purposes only) in the extreme southeast: Quita-

fine, Xitolie, and Boe.
Fach region has the following zones: |
Catio: Cubucare, Komo, Cufar, Cubisseco, Fronteira.
Fulacunda-Bolama: Bolama, Quinara, N’Djassani.
Bissagos Archipelago: Not yet divided into zones.
Quitafine: All one zone, but having regional status.

Boe

Xitolie!? ShA L .
[t was in the last two regions, Boe and Xitolie, that the third,

castern front was opened. . ‘
The basic structure everywhere is the village commuittee, formed

and elected by the villagers themselves. Then comes the zone com-

-

° The island of Bissau, 1,500 square kilometers in area, remains entirely un-

der Portuguese control. |
“ Chaliand does not indicate whether these latter regions were ever to be

divided into zones. (Translators’ note.)
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slow rhythm of work, itself a product of the rapport between

throughout the country and recreate viable economic and socml
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mittee, in which village representatives participate; then the r
gional committee; and, finally, the interregional committee und

.

g e

direct Party control.

The PAIGC has encountered—and has generally overcome
numerous difficulties in the course of the struggle, difficulties that
were, from the very outset, connected with contradictions spring-
ing from the existing patriarchal and tribal structures and, more
specifically, with a persistent tendency toward the passive accept-
ance of the authority vested in local leaders or chiefs. These diffi-
culties first appeared during the phase of mobilization, when the
tribal chiefs maintained their ties with the Portuguese, and dur-.§
ing the period when autonomy permitted certain local leaders of
the armed struggle to develop authoritarian tendencies. Thus
while the Party has progressively extended its political ¢ontrol into
every area of activity, it has at the same time tried to reinforce the
autonomy of the regularly elected village committees.

- The Party has persistently undertaken political action to smooth
out tribal contradictions, especially those existing between the
Fulah elements and the rest of the population—chiefly the Ani-
mists. In the course of the struggle, by dint of endless explanation,
magico-religious beliefs and practices have lost much of their im-
portance. The major contradiction is still the relatively low level
of productive forces, with its attendant ignorance and excessively

African man and nature. In this regard, as in the modification of
social structures, the armed struggle has been a stimulant and an §
accelerator of prime importance, to the extent that the Party has
always accompanied military activity with political work.
For the Portuguese, the war is already lost. In order to win the
struggle imposed upon them by the militants of the PAIGC, the 3
colonial troops would have had to put into practice the major prin- 3
ciples of counter-insurgency:!! beat the guerrillas militarily; detach '
the population from the guerrillas; restore governmental authonty

1T, N. Greene, ed., The Guerrilla and How to Fight Him. Selections from

'''

the Marine Corps Gazette (New York: Praeger, 1962); Peter Paret and J. W.
Shy, Guerrilla in the Nineteen-Sixties (New York: Praeger 1962).
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condltlons The Portuguese are not capable of doing any of this.
In political terms, they have already been beaten. However, they

do hold towns, large settlements, and isolated gamsons within the

“liberated regions.

In the immediate and near future, the PAIGC can increase and
extend its control over reglons it does not vet control, render 1m-
possible all hlghway and tiver travel throughout the country, arﬂ
destroy the remaining Portuguese posts. The Portuguese wou
then be left with the cities, the important towns, and a few very
well-fortified camps. At this stage, if local or international condt-

tions do not bring the Portuguese to negotiate politically, it 1S

clear that the People’s Revolutionary Armed Forces (FARP)
would be obliged to make a considerable qualitative leap forward
to transform the present Portuguese tactical retreat into total mili-

tary defeat
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2
With the Maquus

On the Other Side of the Farim

At one o'clock in the morning we left the Casamance behind and
stepped over the border into “Portuguese” Guinea.

We had left Dakar by car at the beginning of the previous atter-
noon. There were eight of us: the drivers, who were also PAIGC
militants; two nurses returning from a training - course; José
Mendes, a military representative from the MPLA (Popular
Movement for the Liberation of Angola), who was on his way to
study the techniques -employed in the armed struggle by the
Guinean maquis; and Amilcar Cabral, secretary-general of the
Party. We made our way across the tiny enclave of Gambia, a
former British colony on the banks of the river that bears its name.
Cotton goods, English cigarettes, and Scotch whisky are sold
there. The men earn a living mainly as traders or traffickers. Like
the Casamance River, the Gambia must be crossed by ferry in
Senegalese tetritory. Shortly after midnight, we came to a lonely
field at the edge of a forest. As soon as we arrived, a dozen soldiers
armed with machine guns came out of their hiding place. They
were FARP fighters led by Oswaldo, the man in charge of military
affairs in the northern interregion. Then some peasants came to
take away our baggage.

There was enough light so that we could easily see several yards
ahead. The vast sky was studded with stars, and the mugginess
already in the air indicated that the rainy season could not be far
off. We kept up a good, firm pace over the path leading across the
wooded savannah. From time to time the moon would disappear,
but thanks to someone’s ﬂashhght we could tell the direction to go
In. We marched on silently, in single file, and at the same steady
Pace. Every half-mile or so, FARP lookout men came out of their
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hiding places, guns slung over their shoulders, and greeted us a
~ we passed. By now we could feel the midnight dampness cling-48
ing to our shirts. | |
"~ We marched on through a much more thickly wooded arez:
and from time to time Cabral would point out villages that hadi§
been destroyed by bombings and desertedgly Balantes who had 78
taken shelter in the Oio forest. We went by four of these villages. ¢
The night became even darker and we continued to meet
lookouts. During the night we were to see more than fifty of
At 3:30, we stopped not far from a spring, where we rested
and had a drink of water. We set off again. The path becamei 8
narrower; young plam trees, their leaves fanning out around
twanged like bowshots as we brushed them aside. Once there
been a lot of game around there, but the bombings drove 1t
toward the Casamance. | | '

Around 5:30, we came to the Cacheu River, which is also known 38
as the Farim. Tt is a wide river with thick vegetation on its banks.:}
We had to cross it by canoe at daybreak. In some places the nv
pierces through its banks and burrows canals fifty yards deep. 8
These canals are lined with mangroves which dip their branches:
so far into the water that they actually take root there. Sometimes

as many as twenty or thirty branches of one mangrove lie ‘twistecli';-y

in the water, and the tree seems to shoot forth from this tower
roots. The canoe made smooth headway through the underwater:i8
forest. Bird cries punctuated the dawn silence. |
‘On the other side of the river, the sun was already up. Another 3§
FARP unit was waiting to receive us. Before long we skirted
village. A woman from the village committee came up to Oswaldo,
greeted him, and invited him and his guests to stop at the villagf
for something to eat. We walked on, across large Balante
fields. Cabral, a graduate agronomist, explained how skilltully and$
painstakingly the plantations were being cultivated. “The earth
very good here,” he said. “Geographers like Gouru have alwaysd
talked about the laterization of African soil. It’s as though people:@
were supposed to believe in the inevitable inferiority of both

African and his soil. But he was just generalizing: I know plenty i
of African countries where the soil is perfectly good.”

)
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We canoed across a small inlet of the river. A group of children
came over to greet us, and we talked a bit with them. They had
not vet learned to read. “It's been at least two years since the
Portuguese left,” said Cabral, “but because we don’t have enough
cadres, we haven’t been able to do the necessary work of increasing
food production and building a school in every village. Some
agronomists the Party sent to study abroad are coming back this
year, and we're going to train a new batch of teachers in the in-
‘terior. There’s a lot to be done.”

We set off again, In the distance we could hear the thud of
gunfire. We were to find out later that a skirmish had taken place
on the road between Olosato and Bissora, near a bridge that the
guerrillas had destroyed and that the Portuguese were doing their
best to repair before the start of the rainy season. As we walked on,
the forest became thicker. At 9 am., after an eight-hour march,
we came to thp Make base and were welcomed by Chico, the
pglltlcal comimissar for the northern interregion, a well-built fellow
with an intelligent, cheerful look. He wore a clean uniform that

A mass of densely packed trees sheltered the clearing where the
base was situated. In the middle of a circle thirty yards in diameter
theref was a central cabin, itself circular and easily capable of
holding about fifteen people. It was covered with grass and sur-
rounded by a very sturdy wall woven of banana leaves. The furni-

- ture consisted of two wooden tables and two wicker chairs. Fifteen

375;((;1(81 or ]s;o away stood four smaller cabins, each of which had two
o ea;ﬁl ids with grass mattresses and one acetylene lamp. Next
s Cabin there was a C{rcular screen of wickerwork and leaves,
] as a lar.gt.e wash basin on a table made of branches. Com-
Pi€te toilet facilities had been set up further away. |
- il??; S;lff:ping for thr§e hours and taking a shower, we ate a_
lastic blle central cabip. Pla{:es and .glasses had been set on a
o Am'f ecloth. We haq chicken with rice and palm-cabbage
I‘ui.n N 1::; reached into his })ag aqd took out a bottle of Bacardi
erencea idel Castro had given }11111 at the Tricontinental Con-
- as a present for the fighting men. Our waitresses were a
SToup of lively student nurses between the ages of twelve and fif-
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teen who appeared quite attractive ‘ thé'ir1 boubous.! Cabral
chatted and joked with them. ' '

We went to see the camp proper, three hundred yards away

behind a clump of trees. On the way, we passed the kitchen, which
had been set up under the protection of a giant baobab tree. The
fighters’ daily meals were cooked over two fireplaces. (The flames

were extinguished at the first sign of an air raid.}) The food was .

mainly rice and was served in large pots or enamel pans; the water

‘was drawn from relatively clear springs and kept in big gourds.

We came into a clearing and saw about htty teenage girls, student

nurses who had also been to regular school. With them were some

torty FARP men in khaki uniforms and plastic sandals, all armed
with submachine guns. They were lined up 1 four rows. Four

bazookas, two heavy machine guns, and a mortar were lying in |

tront of them. A hundred guerrillas, equipped with rifles, were
standing at attention beside the regular army men. The fighting

men were mostly very young, roughly between seventeen and
twenty-five, -

The camp was a spacious, well-sheltered cabin where the FARP

men slept on straw mattresses. The guerrillas had come from their
own villages, which were all nearby. Further back was a cabin for
the student nurses. Everyone observed complete silence as Amil-
car Cabral walked up to talk to the troops. Throughout his speech,
we could hear heavy guns in the distance.

“Comrades, |

“I have already been to Maké; I have already seen quite a few
of you. I am happy to be with you again and to find new faces,
To be with a brother again is always a great pleasure, but here
we are more than brothers. Two brothers may take different roads.
We, members of the Party and fighters for our people, do not have
two roads to follow, but one only: the road that leads to freedom
and progress for our people.

“In our Party we have sworn to give our lives for the liberation

‘of our people and the building of our country. For this reason

we must have a clear picture of the struggle and its difficulties.
Girls, women, homem grande—jyou are all sons and daughters of

* A loose, chemise-like dress worn by women in tropical Africa. (Translators’
note. )
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the people, and each of you must understand why we are ﬁghting. |
It is time to put an end to the suffering caused by colonialism—
but we must also put an end to the backwardness of our people.
There is no point to our struggle if our only goal is to drive out
the Portuguese. We want to drive them out, but we are zflso
struggling to end the exploitation of our people, both by whites
and by blacks. - |

“As far as we are concerned, no one has the right to exploit
labor. We don’t want women and children to continue living in
fear. We want all the men and women in our country to be re-
spected. We want to drive out the Portuguese and build. This
work cannot be done by one person alone: it must be done by
everybody, and, most cspecially, by those who understand the
meaning of their actions. The people must work. A country in
which everybody has a chdnce to work is a prosperous country,
tor work is what enables us to make progress. Fvery man and
woman must learn that work is their first duty, and that all the
workers In the country are useful to the cause. I don’t mean just

the work of intellectuals or engineers; the jobs done by nurses,

carpenters, and mechanics are also very important, but as we see
it, tilling the soil is the most important job of all.

“T'he country that we want to build is a country where people
will work. Perhaps you’re thinking to yourself: we've been work-
ing a long time and we have nothing to show for it. But you were
working for the chiefs and the Portuguese. We're going to recover
our whole country and work hard in it, but the beneficiaries of this
work will be the workers themselves. We are highting for justice;
the product of labor must not be stolen. The only one more valu-
able than a worker is the one who works even harder. We are
already In command in our country. But 1t means nothing to be
In command if we lack schools and hospitals and if we don’t man-
4ge to change living conditions in the rural areas—for in Guinea
the rura] areas are crucial. You must not think that we are already
free. We are still at war. Of course, we have schools, nurses, and
medical stations. We can already hold our heads high because of
what the Party has helped us to do and because of what we have
done by ourselves. We want our own labor to provide for all of
the country’s needs: that is what I was anxious to tell you. You
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- already knew it byt
including the leaders
have a clear understq

“The armed strugg

and myself, must torget this. A man must
nding of the struggle at all times,

le is spreading out all over our Coili‘ltry. But
in the liberated IEGIONS some zones are peaceful, while in others

fighting takes place every day. This is not night. If ten of us go to

the rice paddies and spend a whole day doing the work of eight
men, we have no reason to be

thing applies to the struggle. There are ten of us and \
eight. T've talked about this to Oswaldo and Chico. T

OUr weapons were inadequate. | say that what is done with them
1s inadequate, We can always do more, Some people get used to
war, and when that happens they're through. They load their rifles
and go for a walk. Ihey hear a motor on the riyer and don’t use
their bazooka—and the Portuguese boats get through. Once again,
I say that we can do more. The Portuguese must be thrown out.
I want to make one thing clear: we simply cannot allow the Por.
tuguese boats to get through any more, T am going to talk about

this a little later with your Party leaders, and al] of us here will
talk some more about it, too.

$4

veloping. Men and women worthy of
the name don’t need o be urged to perform their duty. They do

it by themselves. Otherwise, what's the difference between them
and a donkey who won’t go forward unless he’s driyven? I can’t be
cverywhere at once and you shouldn’t always be waitig for orders.
Oswaldo and Chico don’t have to te]] you what needs to be done.
We must be aware of the job and then do it. Lvery struggle plods
on step by step, but there comes a time to carry it through to the
end. Things are uncasy i our Africa: Many peoples had hoped to
manage their own affairs, but the colonialists who were leaving

an African government doesn’t mean

1t’s good for you to hear it again. No one, ;
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nt us to be in charge. They want to .be‘ the leaders. But w;e re
e to let that happen to us. This is why we must defeat
e %’0125 uese, for the others are their allies. Qur Party leader-
th? 'Orﬁgn a?nd resolute, we have weapons, and the people are
Sh'lp N SWeghave everything we need to get rid of the Pprtuguese.
WIE‘}'II'EZ armed struggle is very important, but the most important
thing of all is an understanding of our people’s 311;112)1[;1211; S)]Zi‘
people support the armed struggle. We mustdatsliuir: e that
those who bear arms are sons of the people and tha ms are no
better than the tools of labor. Betwee:n one manfca}fryt go ! gthe
and another carrying a tool, the more important o ]E Ei? wt t
man with the tool. We've taken up arms to defeat the 01‘f .ugd the,
but the whole point of drivingouﬁt the Portuguese 1s to de eane e
man with the tool. T_eacher_s argfxmportant }’22&3 \;\S (éil)rllmwrr }gfg - e

‘win the war. But if, once we * ounts

Ztgr;i%lz;rngmple are unable to read and write, we will still have

achieved nothing. I don’t mean that those with an education are

' | st learn how
more 1mportant than the others; the entire people mu

to read. They must learn how to read so they won’t be deceived

| ' ' tuguese.
any longer. I do not speak of being deceived by the Portugu

We no longer have anything to say to the colonialists. Qur dialogue

with the Portuguese is the armed struggle. We can alreild_y b];i:
arms and speak freely in our country. Our vmtory 1S celz améo »
our struggle isn’t really worthwhile.unlt?ss we respect t % P (l? _
and unless we make it possible for girls like our Nurses t;) € }t;lrl eES
erly brought up and respected. Our struggle is meaning (;:;sls 1;; oy
the people are not afraid of those who carry the g}lns.th I " 1[;
ons are for use against the Portuguese and not :e.lgaunst1 ¢ 5 Iith
We will win if everyone performs 'hl-S duty fez{rleSS)]f] aIfl Wun-
understanding. Our struggle will be tr'lumphant 1f ffacd c;‘ usour
derstands that being a Party militant mvohfes (?ertalrzi ’ L{RI/eS.must
strugglé 1s hard. Our people say, ‘Even eatmg 1s har 1 Bit "
g0 on because nothing can stop our people’s struggle. ut one
thing 1S even more important: we want every son of our ?ﬁants
ACquire genuine political awareness. It’s up to the ll?arty mili
and most especially their leaders to set an exztmp.;el. i b
“This year the Party will be ten yearsrold. It’s -St-l a ]f 1 e,o. y
We have already done a good deal. We've orgamzed the p Plc,
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we've armed ourSelves, and we're gomng to defeat the colonialists, 3
who used to be stronger than we were. Our Party isn’t made up

of one man or of its leaders. Many people think that I am the
Party: there are others who think that Chicc‘ Oswaldo are the
Party. The Party is all those who understand the objectives of our
struggle. And many do understand. This is why the Portuguese,
the friends of the Portuguese, and even certain Africans want to
destroy our Party. All these enemies won't be able to destroy our
Party: they simply can’t do it. Who can destroy our Party? Only
We ourselves can, by our own acts. Every day we must ask our
selves whether what we are doing could endanger the Party. Those
, of course, they are our enemies—we

arrest them and kill them. But the destructive people in our own.
midst are even more dangerous. , |

“I' am happy to see that your girls” organization is here today.
Women belong in school, in the militia, and ip village govern-
ment. I hope you will have the courage and good health to carry
the fight against the Portuguese through to the end We may
receive medicine, weapons, and all sorts of things, but nobody can
send us crates full of Courage. Supplying that is our own job. It
was thanks to our Courage that we were able to start the struggle,
but we're going to need -even HOTE Ccourage to win it. Tomorrow,

our children will be proud not only of their freedom but also of
the new foundations we have laid. Work well, comrades.”

Oswaldo, the Party man in charge of military affairs, came for-
ward and said, “We can make the following guarantee: jf We re-
celve more weapons, there wi] be men to use them.”

T'he men stood at attention and presented arms. A green, yel-

low, and red flag was unfolded. The girls sang the national anthem. .

Cabral introduced the MPLA comrade

zambique. “Like us,” he said, “they are hghting a war to win
their independence and to become free men.

Mendes, from the Popular Movement for the
At present he is one of the senjor military o
maquis.” Then Cabral explained that some
the struggle, even though they came

Liberation of Angola.
ficers in the Cabinda 3
fiuropeans supported J
from colonialist countries.

T

and explained the com-
mon struggle against Portuguese colonialism in Angola and Mo-

This is comrade José¢ &
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“A revolution is dead when it has no friends in the outside world,

he'liildt. afternoon some village leaders arrived to greet Cabral
Theyawere wearing the PAIGC badge on‘thelr. caI:;s. Stimeﬁrzi
them already knew him; others were meeting him for ; s

ime: most of them had walked four or ﬁxfe hou_rs Fo reac e
o n’}fl)le had come to explain problems in their v1llf;1ges, pr:;)b-—
feanl?spf-:once)rjning livestock, and the harvest and distribution of ncii
We were in the central cabin. In a drawer of the table thalt\;ervc;ee
as a bookcase, there were a few issues of the newspaper Lg: '07’; h(,;
Next to them lay several books for the use_of thf? ca I_r'es. ;
Resistance Will Triumph, from the Hanoi For.e}gn \;;gglrags
Press; Guerrilla Warfare, by Che Guevara; the Military ;:flf"g
of M;lo T'se-tung; and a special issue of Partisans devoted to Africa.

About fifteen politico-military cadres from the sur_roundmg zontes
arrived at the Maké base. All of them were young, betweer} ’cvvc:a?l }(fi
five and thirty. Their meeting with Cabral., whlch they inten 1-:t:e
to tape-record, was devoted to cadre coordination: the topics for
discussion were the record for the past few months and the pro-

r the approaching rainy season.
grgzl‘\n;cf)?npanieg Pby halfga dozen guerrilla .ﬁgl}te_rs, we \lfen]; to
visit a Mandingo village located about seven miles from the asz.
Among our group were Antonio Bana, who s];)olfe Balanltle anh
Mandingo, and another interpreter. After an hour’s walk 1tf rmligd
the forest, we stopped near a clear spring where some*ha i:;nﬂte
little girls were washing laundry. They knew the guerrilla fig ers

- and joked with them.

The_MandingO villagers welcomed us as though they had been
cXpecting our arrival. We gathered inside a small circular arl::a
surrounded by several cabins. Some mats had been placed 01} ’Ehe
sTound and about thirty peasants sat down on them. A feW 0 \ €
P€asants were in their thirties, but most of the:m Were 1in their
hifties or sixties. (‘They wore multicolored clothl.ng in Wthll'l zn;
indigo-blue was especially striking. Only the .chlef worl_c; ; ;rg
bo“bOU.) When Bissadjar, the village in which they ad -been
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the guerrilla fight- S hardships. Living under colonialism is like being d.runk: wel_l, we’?e
€ home to visjt thejr relatives. 8 ~ healthy now. The peasants are hoping that their hardships will

living unti] 1964, was destroyed by bomibings, they had decide&f; Well, you had to pay to see these moviesf and even if you didn’t
to take shelter here in the forest, where they would be under the 4 go, they made you pay anyway. The situation was un?)earable. We
tmmediate protection of the guerrilla ﬁght'erg B ha?d some livestock—all the villagers want to have livestock—but
S0me women came with their little c/¥@ren and remained S you couldn’t say that it was really ours. Every so often the Portu-
standing, apart from the men, while 3 group of inquisitive boys guese came, took what they wanted, and paid what they wanted

gathered at a distance to observe the proceedings. We were given for it—and they always paid very little.
some salt and some cola as welcoming gifts, and an old woman “If you had seen us under the Portuguese, you would have
presented us with g chicken. known immediately that we weren’t happy. We had no gontrol
This had once been 1 large village, but the war had forced its | “over our goods or our work, and we had to cater to the whims of
breakup into smaller ones. There were thirty families here. The 3 the administrators. We have to put up with a great deal now
STOWR men were out in the fielde because the rainy season was § because of the war, but we also know that everything that’s hz.:lp-
about to begin and the helds had to pe prepared for the rice CIop. pening is for our own benefit. We can do whatever we want with
Most of the men seated across from us were homem grandes. Ten § what little we have. That’'s why we're satisfied in spite of the

| The village had a tota] population of about 130, with four or five come to an end and that they’ll enjoy a better life after the vic-
people living in each cabin. Everybody ate together in the plaCe tory’s been won.”
where we were now sttting. The village chief wag already chief § The village chief sat down. At our request, a homem grande got |
under the P Ortuguese, but he made contact with the Party in 1962 | up to speak. Antonio Bana told him he could remain seated while
and then began to work against the Portuguese. Everyone stopped | gving his talk if he preferred to do so. The old man sat down
_ talking when he got up to tell his story: again and said: | o
“A man couldn’t have any self-respect under the Portuguese. { - “T used to work in the fields during the rainy season while we
Instead of working for themselves, men and women were subjected & were still under the Portuguese. During the dry season I worked
to forced labor. AJ] we had under the Portuguese was forced labor, 4 as an 1tinerant peddler, selling cola and tobacco for money. We
taxes, whippings, and canings. We haven’t seen any Portuguesé haven’t got any more money here now. There are thirteen of us
around here for two years., Qur village was destroyed in 1963 They In fny tamily. I have three wives and eight children-—four daugh- &
took away the livestock before that. | - ters and four sons. Three of my daughters are married, and the
“T'he Party protects us now. We work for ‘our own benefit. 1 other one lives with me. My sons are living with me, too: the
. ~and we also give rice to the fighting men because they're like ou; oldest is on the Party committee. Things were very bad under
own flesh and blood. We need quite a few things. We don’t have the Portuguese, but even now, we still have to put up with many
e 4y more money—so we just don’t spend 1t! Anyway, there hasn’t | 'hardShiPS- Since we don’t have any money, we can’t buy anything,
v | been anything to buy for two years. We could use some cloth to 3§ That's why we need people’s stores. There hasn’t been any trade
- , make clothes with. This year the Party’s going to set up people’s “here for two years. After the struggle’s over, and the Portuguese
stores and we’ll be able to exchange rice and groundnuts for cloth, 4 1€ 1o longer around to take advantage of us, we'll be well off.
But even with the hardships and the war, we're still better off thap i Well be able to buy whatever we want, and whatever we have
W€ were under the Portuguese, Besides the head téx, we used to .3 will eally belong to us.”
have all kinds of taxes. For instance, sometimes the 'post com- 4 , The chief and the homem grande had spoken in Mandingo.
manders would come and show movies glorifying the Portuguese. B  Now, young man got up to say a few words in Creole: |
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“Nobody died when our vi
the planes coming and wer

ge was bombed because we hear:
le to hide from them. But all the?
~cabins burned to the ground. One member of our village was 2
~ killed while making some purchases. The Portuguese accused him§
of giving supplies to the bandoleiros. No one wants to go back '
to the village. We're here now, and we've started to get the helds +§

1 shape for the rain.

“This is the way we work: durnng the rainy season, we form
teams of five comrades each. Everyone has his own field, but we
till all the soil communally, and we eat together, too. We own
our tools and harvest the crop individually.”

The village had a Party committee composed of three men and §
three women. ( During the speeches, the women had sat down.) §
T'wo of the men on the committee were absent. The third, ‘who

-could not have been more than thirty, got up to speak: B

“The village committee’s duties are highly varied. In the long §
run, every problem that comes up has to be settled by the com- §
mittee. If we have a problem we can’t solve, we take to the |

regional representative for political affairs.

What kinds of problems :
do we take care of? We might have to take care of transporting

an arms shipment, for example, In this case, the Party leaders |
would notify the committee; the committee would tell the village
what had to be done and then select men to do the job, preferably |
on a volunteer basis. The committee supervises the husking of the §
highters’ rice crop because we know that the hghters are waging §
the people’s struggle. The fighters defend the village against
Portuguese. Now the Portuguese don’t come around any longer. §
We still have a bit of livestock, and we've taken it to a place §
where it will be better protected. The young people are in charge §
of feeding it and caring for it.” 1
While the committee member’s little s
the village chief, who was an almamo
performed his ablutions, knelt down on
his prayers. The other homem grandes
smoking their clay pipes.

“What are the committee’s political duties?”’ |
“We hold meetings to explain our fight for freedom. We te]]
the people that there will be no ' 5€) iscrimina- §
tion, and that we’ll al] be brothers.” . | |

R

: {

=
v, -
b .
i

peech was still going on, §
(religious leader) as well,
a mat, and began to say
went on listening and §
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y?
“Do you El]l agree?
“Yes.” e
a lot? |
“Do you produce a lo | |
“\?Ve} hafe millet, corn, fonio, sorghum, and above all rice

 There’s enough to go round. Sometimes we have beef. We also

hunt and fish, and we used to raise chick.ens.”?”
“What does the Party mean to the vﬂlag:e.. N
“When a group of people get toget?er with a sing e o ]th'
in mind, that makes a Party. The Party’s not a person, ]l]t s at mi. __
We're all after the same end. If you're wondering wﬁy we ];eci( :
this war, it’s because we ;finthto get” the Portuguese off our ba
ork and be happy. |
Sozvffgb;)dl};t?: \:oaxing, the Olingt woman on the commlttee
agreed to make a few remarks. She said: “I'm in the Plitrty be%a;u]:s;:
the Party’s going to help us win our fre(-_:dom:.,vand then Wed be
able to work in peace. We women take part in meetings anl B
press our opinions freely. The aim of everyone here 1s mu}’:ua umn_
derstanding. If two people have a disagreement, then the co

~mittee has to settle their problem. The men and women here think

and act as one person, and their opinions are respected l3y all the
committee members. As for our problems, well, we don’t have a
general store, and we need to buy loin-cloths, scarves, and mate-
ria] for clothes. There aren’t any other problems. The struggle goej
on and we pray that God will allow us to reaqh our goals an
satisty our needs.” |

AS }}zo?rnem grande got up to ask how a'gricultural vyork }fouﬁ be
improved during the rainy season. Antonio Baqa replied t at re;
dgronomists who had been trained abroad would soon be assigned
to the northern region. He reminded everyone 'tha.t producjclon wag
of prime importance to the struggle, and in 1ntfoducmg ]ots)e
Mendes he talked about the common struggle being waged by
the people of Angola and Mozambique. | _ .

Tcljwa?d supper%ime, we took a walk around the base. ﬁf&l}i tll]f
hires were out. In the twilight, we could see Eseveral groups of fig
®IS squatting around a cooking-pot and eating their r;ce. e

We ate supper with some cadres who had come for wor f
SI00s with Cabral. They had all been in the back country 01t.‘
three or four years. Eight of them were peasants who could no
read or write—on-the-spot recruits who were products of the strug-
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gle. Four of .
the port of Bissau. Chico and Oswaldo, the highest-ranking of

taken place in Africa.
length and explained

middle class. Throughout the meal

thud of field artillery alternating with bursts of automatic

nearby. The moon seemed almost to have sunk into the livid

and the Portuguese must have been firing at random,
“They're just shooting by rote,” said Cabral.

- When the conference of cadres had ended, Cabral rapidly drew

Up a communiqué to be sent to all cadres in the north:

“Comrades,

“During three days of intensjve work, we discussed the princi- §

pal problems concerning our mode of life
northern interregion. In addition to prov

of the present situation in Guinea and Cape Verde and of the
concrete prospects for our

tutes a new proof of our Party’s strength. As a sequel to the con-
ference just held in the southern int
completed an important task in this-

ing stock of the sttuation, analyzing our successes and our errors,
and settling upon solutions for the problems posed by the evolu-

tion of our struggle and by the new requirements of our mode of
life.

and our struggle in the

as well as problems
relating to the other aspects ot our life (

ture and education, and data on the population). We dealt with
ms, and most especially with the analysis

the cadres were either mechanics or workers from §

Cers, came from-the petty bourgeoisie. None of the officers worked.'§
in his home region. Cabral.ked about the coups d’état that hadf-}:}
He discussed the example of Ghana at great 1
how Nkrumah was largely responsible for
his own downfall. He also touched on the role played by Ghana’s |

we could hear the distant - §
fre @

iding an overall review
struggle, the cadre conference consti.

erregion, our conference has
Stage of our struggle by tak-

production, supply, cul-

.l-.' d
o,
. I'i
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CONFIDENCIAL

OES - Ex N° 4

ORDENé DE OPERAQ BCAV 79 ¢
N° 18/6 BULA
' 161 ggp MAR 66

C 68 F

OPERACAO “ACHEGA”

' — NDO
Referencia: carta 1/50,000 — PELUNI -
Co]:nposigao des Forgas: CCAC 1489 (—) + .MIIICICLS‘

UATION _ |

flr )heSIeT}gmy contihues_ to make his presence telt 1n ]o;,
where he showed great willingness to ﬁgl?t in th(::: N.ITI. [ﬁ -
vance unit| actions that preceded Operation Capim. de has
proved to be combat-hardened arlld well-trained and has

ffective use of the weapons he possesses. o

m%ifg:nized in highly mobile groups, he appear_ed on all
routes taken by the N.T.s and mai.nly_ emploxed light arn;)s.
Throughout Operation Capim, he mdlcat.ed his preseEce] y
shooting a few bursts of gunfire in the distance a.nd by ﬁy
ing an ambush near Gel. He fired only 'three-:shots in this
ambush and then withdrew when confronted with the coun-

terattack of our forces.

N .
zi)ttgr/IIIIII)S’CS:()O localize the enemy’s tactical retreat zones .am.fl_
to launch offensive actions against them, in order to hq.m-
date or capture rebel clements and Fo d_estmy proper&:yld(;r
Crops. Pay special attention to Mandjak and Feloupe fields.

CAPTURED PORTUGUESE DOCUMENT
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of the causes and consequences of our weaknesses and errors, by
utilizing the method of constructive criiticism and frank self-criti]

CISI.

“As a result of the two conferences of cadres, north and south,

wn up the enclosed general directives, based on data}
turnished by the conference of cadres in the north and on decisiong?

;i
.

wh
gLt
.
A .

we have

against the Por-

ur people. 1
The Secretary-General—A. Cabral”
DIRECTIVES FOR THE NORTHERN INTERREGIONZ

. Information about the struggle:

F ighters, militants, and masses to be kept as well-informed as
possible. |

I1.  Political action:
a) Intensification of political training;

b) Party security; vigilance; the number of intelligence agents ]
to be increased: ]

¢) political work in Cnemy terntory never to be neglected;

d) Party congress to be prepared for.
HI. Reorganization:

a) Of regional
struggle;3

P) assignment of people to positions of responsibility by Party

structure, in accord with the evolution of the §

cadre conference; .
C) reorganization of zones (after consultation with represent- §
atives of the people and the Party’s zone committee) ¢

* See above, pp. 21-2 7, on the struggle of the PAIGC. -
*Zonal structure js as follows: g '

. I'am certain §
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\rmed struggle: |
IV. /:; Intensification of the struggle;

vy armament; | o | 1 |
5 2:36f0pnlent of telecommunications (remfprce hoox—upg),
g ; development of army units (FARP); p01-nts' to _be rein-
forced to be determined according to objectives;
e) evacuations ot Portuguese deserters;
* 1.
transportation of materel; | | |
3 detai%s of top-priority actions to be carried out in the
various reglons. | |
V. Party representation on the northern border, in Casama'n-ce.
V . Situation of certain persons holding positions of responsibility:
| tasks, new functions, dismissals.

Special emphasis was placed on points IV and V. The PAIGC(;
pays particular attention to political work, which precedes an .
then complements the armed struggIe.

Chico, age twenty-seven, political commissar for the northern
mt“e\r{ff’lvoenig)deé;ictions for a Party committee in each vﬂlgge of
the liberated regions. We call it a tabanca |Creole for (;rllllage]
committee. In general, it is composed of thrf,?e men an tlr]i:e
women, and 1s elected by the village assembly, in ot.her word]s, éf
the entire adult population of the vi]la_ge. We explain bef(,i»re 1311
the way in which they must get orgamz(—::d, the tasks thcy jave 0
“arry out, and, of course, the basic principles of thfa Party. chung
Pcople are often elected. The old people have?nt always - ef)n_
happy to see their places in the village leadership taken overB )tz
the young. Almost all our fighters are young, too, of coulrse.f : 11;1
then again, since everybody, old and young, had had enough o ]]e
P0rtuguese, even the old ones who at first dragged their feet ﬁnahy
“Ame around. So anyhow, committee ofhicers are e_lected by t (:
Villagers. We in the Party are consulted, and we decide to SUPI;OI;]
4 candidate on the basis of the work he has already accomph; 1(;d
for the Party and of the esteem in which the other peasants 0.




- their prerogatives in their own interests. We don’t want a new

‘and explaining why we exist and what we want, We explain whaf:

of God, and that it’s already happened in a lot of other countric x
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him. In principle, the peasants’ choice is respected. If, in,oui"_{.
opinion, they have chosen badly, we leave the candidate in office.]
We wait for the peasants to realize their mistake by themselves. 38

Naturally, the Party reserves the right to remove those who

chieftainship system. A new committee is elected at the peasants’ §
request; and elections are also held periodically just to avoid whatj
you might call hardening of the arteries.
- “T'he village committee has several tasks. At the present stage, 3
one of the most important is to increase agricultural production,§
so that there will be plenty of rice for both families and fighters. §
The fighters also produce rice, millet, etc., but their food is supégj
plied mainly by the village. We've created new collective fields %
so that the villagers can produce for the fighters. The village com-{8
‘mittee takes care of supervising and administering the work, and §
it also takes care of the militia. The militia consists of young peo-4
Ple who are not FARP fighters but guerrilla partisans with %
and no uniforms. They are part of the village’s self-defense group.§
In certain zones, they play an cffensive role. They live in the vil-ifi
lage. The FARP fighters, however, leave the village-and are trans-§
terred from place to place according to the requirements of
struggle. Obviously, they are volunteers. They join us because off
our political work in the villages. This work is done in the
languages. Around here, the village people speak Balante
Mandingo, and a certain number of peasants understand Creole}
My own native language is Pepel, but I can’t speak it because H
always lived in Bissau. I've learned Balante and Mandingo in the}
course of the struggle. | | 4

“Political work means getting people to learn about the Par"

colonialism means. At first, we explain that Guinea isn’t Portugal
and that we ean govern ourselves without the Portuguese taking
our livestock, without heavy taxes, and blows, and fear of the
Portuguese. We explain that what’s happening here isn’t an a

We have to show our people that the world doesn’t end at theif_
villages. Our problem is to make them understand the preseﬂ;
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] of the struggle, the fact that the strug_gle doesy’t concern
o eir village but all of Guinea, and that it’s not simply a na-
tional but also an internati@ struggle. We have to make ther?n
Io.n that in order to advance, they must guarantee the strugg@e S
awa’;iuity they must take charge of their own destiny I?y solving
(t:l?gir probiems on the village level, dEfveloping productign,ssend—
ing their children to school-, and holding frequent mele mé .t |

“Tn actual practice, meetings are regular as lqng as the afr y 18
ptesént. [f the Party is not on the scene, meetings become tewer
and farther between and finally stop altoge}ther. Our people ;re
just beginning to be free, and ever}-*thm_g can t' go on from one a;g
to the next as the Party wishes. Bl}t bit by bit, there are Signs o
progress. In general, village Connn_lttees meet two or three tnges
a month. Even when it tunctions 1mperfectl_v,. the village .comrmt-
tee 1s respected because it’s almost al*wa-}fs made up of the be'st
elements in the village. Of course, sometimes one‘of the commut-
tec members commits an error. In that case, he is removed. Re- -
cently, for instance, one of the neighboring villages had a problem
about the rice that had been harvested and set aside f()}' the fighters.
One of the committee members appropriated it for his own profit.
He was expelled from the committee and SOMEONE f—:lse was .elected
to replace him. Depending on production, the vlllvages give the
highters rice, palm-cabbage, corn, millet, and sometimes livestock
when there is any available. The population feels pr’otected by
those who are doing the fighting. Some Village§ haven’t seen any
Portuguese in almost three years. The most di ....1cult problem of
all s getting the committee in motion—getting it to do what has
to be done, and especially getting it to act much more often on
Its own initiative. | | o

“We also have to give the fighters political training. The essen-
Eial principle is that no difference must be cr'eated betweeq the
fighters and the people for whom they're fighting. We explain to
them that guy struggle is directed neither against the Portuguesc
P€ople nor against white skin, that our enemies are all those op-
Posed to our country’s freedom, that there are Portuguese who
¢ for us and Africz;.ns who serve the Portuguese, and that our
V€apons don’t come from Africa but from countries where the
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- a political commissar. We also place great stress on discipline, §
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people don’t have black skin. Military training takes place at
same time as political training. We teach weaponry and the gen- 4
eral principles of guerrilla warfare. But above all there is actual ‘g8
field combat. There’s no precise training-period for a fighter: it’s §
always coordinated with his concrete participation in combat. Po-;f
litical training, however, never finishes: that’s why each unit has §

during and between combat engagements. We're very strict}
about alcohol and sexual relations. o |
“We explain to everybody, fighters and villagers alike, that our§
struggle 1s being waged not only to drive out the Portuguese but}
also to build and develop the country; that in order to be free,
the people themselves must take charge of the country and that
they must be the ones who profit from their labor. We explainj
that we need bridges, hospitals, and schools, and that tomorrow’
construction will be the hardest phase of all. The people will hav
a new life, but only if they work for it. We have no intention
struggling now and relaxing later, because the things we hope tof
get won't come to us all by themselves. The outlook for the futuref
1s work, before everything else: actually, work should assume topj
priority starting right now.? ' ]
“As far as the ethnic problems are concerned, the Party has!
devoted a lot of effort to them, and it alone could attempt ta,
solve them correctly. These conflicts have just about disappeareds
in the course of the struggle against the Portuguese. Of coursef
the Portuguese played the Fulah chiefs against the Party. The)
PAIGC tried to explain the new situation to the Fulah population
by demonstrating that it was in the Portuguese interest to supporf]
the chiefs in order to rule over all the rest of us. But there werd}
many who didn’t want to understand what we were saying,
cause they didn’t want to lose what they already had. They haveg
been considerably influenced and corrupted by the Portuguesqf?
The Fulah chiefs fled to the cities for protection, and althought

*The day before, when an old man complained about his hardships, Chic
had said: “Since the day you were born, how much have you put together t8
leave your children? You're not going to leave anything, because the Portu}
guese have taken it all. The only inheritance you can leave your sons is
dom, and that’s a great deal, because they can obtain everything else by work$
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" Fulah elements ]‘ed the Party, others followed the cus-

hiets. — . | '
tOTIiylg63—64, there came a point at which the armed struggle

r cached a temporary stage of equilibrium and the Portuguese were
I

sing TCPIess1ve methods to implant fear in the’ pOPulation. We
:X 1ained that Portuguese colonialism was h<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>